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tices happen routinely.

“I sense that there is a little .
higher standard that certainly ex-
ists in the business community
here,” said John Bauer, who
moved here from Texas six years
ago and is a managing partner in
the Seattle office’ of Coopers: &
Lybrand, a Big Eight accounting

Bauer speculates that a health-
ier economy compared to other
places may be one reason for
higher ethical standards. “It is
when the economic cycle con-
tracts, and it becomes tougher to
grow or to maintain a margin, that
the temptation to do things that
are a little tainted comes into
play.”

Despite that widespread feel-
ing, 60 percent of the executives
surveyed said they had seen at
least some minor ethical wolaggns ‘
in their own companies. .

Both surveys were conducted. :

- for The Times.last month by
Elway Research.; Among the find-
ings:

_ " Slxty-two percent of the.puby--
lic.and 56" percent of the business
leaders said .enviropmes AR
tions. oceur:, elthepg 0
often in_the Northwest.’ ]

M Fifty-eight " percent of the
public and 40 percent of "the
business people said padding..of.

~ contracts happens commonly ‘or
often.

@ Fifty-five percent of the pub-
lic and 24 percent of the business:
leaders said pnc&pxmg OCCLQIS.
commonly or often, * &3

- Smaller segments of the pubhc
and the business community also”
said false advertising, insider trad- |
ing, industrial spying and payoffs
to public officials also happen
regularly in the Northwest. :

Burleson, the commercial art- |
ist, said he thinks most business.

: people are quite honest, but even:| .
50, consumers must stay on guand.’|

“It's a buyer-beware market,” |
he said. “That’s part of American: i
.business. You've got to be sayyy or
they’ll take you. Somebody- along |.
the lme sure will,” i i
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